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MENTAL HEALTH ACT — REVIEW 
Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mental Health) [2.08 pm]: On Friday, 
13 August, I announced the opening of the six-month public comment period for the statutory review of the 
Mental Health Act 2014. A number of those present here today will recall the lengthy development and implementation 
process undertaken to establish the 2014 act that repealed and replaced its predecessor, the Mental Health Act 1996, 
on 30 November 2015. 
The act provides for the treatment, care, support and protection of people who have a mental illness; the protection 
of the rights of people who have a mental illness; and the recognition of the role of families and carers in providing 
the best possible care and support to people who have a mental illness, in the least restrictive environment. At its 
essence, it impacts on fundamental human rights and provides protections to support these rights. However, we 
need to know that these are working; and, if they are not working as well as they could be, we need to know why 
and how to change this to ensure that they do. The act itself, under section 587, legislates the requirement that the 
Minister for Mental Health review the operation and effectiveness of the act as soon as practicable five years from 
its commencement. It also prescribes that the minister prepare a report about the outcome of the review and table 
a copy of the report in Parliament as soon as practicable following the review.  
Since the act came into effect, our understanding of mental health issues and recovery has continued to develop, 
and that is why the statutory review is vital. Now is our time to consult widely and review what is working well and 
what can be done to improve the operation and effectiveness of the act. 

It is important we draw on, empower and be guided by the clinical knowledge and strength of people with lived 
experience under the act—as a consumer, carer, family member or other support person—as well as those who 
administer and work within the legislative framework. The voices of people with a lived or living experience of 
treatment under the act, particularly involuntary treatment, need to be heard through this process. To give everyone 
a seat at the table in this process and ensure that all perspectives are considered, the Mental Health Commission is 
leading a comprehensive engagement process, including a six-month public comment period, which is open from 
now until 31 January 2022. A discussion paper has been prepared to assist people to develop their submissions, 
and there are multiple ways for people to hear about the review and contribute to the process. I am committed to 
understanding the needs of, and providing appropriate care, treatment and support for, people experiencing mental 
ill health. Western Australians have come together like never before in the COVID-19 pandemic. Now is the time 
for us to step forward together and have our say, to make a valuable contribution to legislative change that will create 
the approach to mental health and the mental health system we need and want for the future. 
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